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Minutes of the meeting at Padgate Community Centre on 28th September 2008
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Minutes of previous meeting presented in summary

Minutes of the previous meeting on the 20th May 2008 are accepted by those present at the meeting.  After acceptance any members present can discuss in matters arising.

Proposed K Thacker
Seconded J Thompson
Voted Unanimous

Matters Arising / Ongoing / Completed from previous meetings
· 2009 Homecoming to Scotland – ongoing. 

· Email from Bootle Pipe Band requesting bands take part in a pipefest parade in Liverpool on 31st July 2010. Email bvpb1933@yahoo.co.uk if any band interested.

· Branch Outdoor Competition – Ongoing

· Ferguson Trophy 19th April 2008.  £50.00 towards travel/subsistence will be provided by the Branch. No entry this year due to circumstances, Solos are on October 4th normally used as qualifier. Theresa to contact bands regarding representation.
.

Secretaries  Reports 
1. Major Championship Dates.

· 23 May Dumbarton Scottish.

· 27th June Banbridge European.

· 25th July Gourock British

· 15th August Glasgow Green Worlds

· 29th August Cowal 

2. Bands to provide RSPBA feedback on the Map system.

3. AGM 7th December. Accounts for 2007/08 to be presented for acceptance and submission to RSPBA.

4. Bands need to provide representation at the NW Branch meeting. The branch needs support to continue to be viable to the wider membership; more representation will help broaden the spectrum of activities that can be provided and provide continuity in the running of the branch affairs.
Treasurers Report

The year so far has been a good one although the balance sheet shows a minor loss for the year at this point, the 4th October Solo Competition will be the last movements on the account for 2007/8. 

A review of the 2007/8 accounts is to be prepared from the Treasurer’s documents by P Brown for the AGM.

Music Board Report.   
1. Have not received minutes from the music board meeting on the 12th April in Glasgow.  Next meeting on the 4th October 2008.

2. The RSPBA are looking for Instructors.  No nominees received from the Branch.
3.  The Syllabus has changed from that currently on the branch Web Site. The latest details are available on www.pdqb.org . Chris to update the link on the branch site. 
Branch Outdoor Competition
1. Information sought from the RSPBA, informed that this was a branch matter. Looking at venues. Rick Brown advised trophies can be obtained reasonably easy; a main sponsor is harder as they like to have an event with a track record.
2. Possible link with a Dancing Comp (Sheffield has links through two sources). 

3. The branch need to work through some options, consult the RSPBA contract and then apply for a licence.
National Council

1. 18th October is the next National Council meeting. No update since the last meeting.

AOB
1. Solos to be held on 4th October 2008, determined by the Branch executive based on the availability of an Adjudicator and main band(s) with competitors. The competition is “Open” to all RSPBA members who have paid their entry prior to the draw on the 4th October 2008.  Individual competitors can withdraw from the competition on the day, however no refunds of entry fees will be made.
2. GMFRS requested that the dates for next year’s branch events be adjusted as they would be unavailable for most of April.  The following dates have been suggested 14th February Trios, 28th March Mini Bands and the solos be moved to October (date to be agreed).

3. J Dillon looking to step down as National Council Representative. Nominations required for this position.

4. PDQB exams Levels 1 to 3 will be hosted by Sheffield in May 2009 over a weekend to include a workshop. Please could bands let Theresa know if there is any interest? The numbers will determine what format the weekend will need to take.

Next meeting will be the AGM 7th December 2008.

P L Brown  

Minutes Secretary
